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Congregational Churches of Cunts T, 


A 


PROVIDENCE CHAPEL, and at RIcHhMOND 


in SURREY, with their DEAcons ; 


T o whom this SENMON is dedicated, and at whoſe 


requeſt it is now publiſhed; 


AU DBD AL s o, 


To all the Laveis of CHRIST, who attend the 


Tueſday-Night Lecture at Bartholomew- 
Cloſe. 


Dear brethren in ab bouſbold of faith, and Allee hubjects in 


the kingdom and Hatiencs of Crit. 


NYOME of you very earneſtly ſolicited me to 
publiſh this diſcourſe after the delivery of 

it; which ſolicitation I could not then comply 
with, as I had ſo many things on my hands, 
and ſo little time to attend to them; but hav- 


ing now publiſhed to the world the greateſt 
part of the dealings of God with me, I am 


willing to comply with your former requeſt. 


A 2 . 


iv DEDICATION. 


I choſe to dedicate this diſcourſe to you, in 


humble acknowledgment of the manifold fa- 


vours which you have ſhewed me in the erec- 
tion of the chapel, by your aſſiduous care in 
managing the outward matters thereof for me, 


without burdening-me, or taking me from my 


ſtudy, and by your liberality in ſupporting 


the cauſe of God with honour. 


_ And indeed I had dedicated my firſt n 
to you; but the printer informing me that he 


could print the dedication after the ſermon had 


gone through the impreſſion, which I found 
at laſt he could not do without many incon- 
veniencies ; and as the ſermon ſwelled in my 
hands bigger than I intended, I was the ſooner 


inclined to leave it out, 


T know the title of this Aire will give 
an offence, as moſt people imagine all religion 
to be ſomething gloomy and melancholy, and 


that as ſoon as perſons become ſerious in the 
ways of God, they immediately become miſer- 


able, and therefore are fit for nothing but an 
hermitage or a mad-houſe. However, if there 
be no happineſs i in the favour of God, I am 


ſure there is none in his wrath; 8 a 
guilty conſcience, which is the eee of 
wrath, always purſues the ſinner. 


HOw- 


DBEDICATTON; v 


However, Chriſtians are not without their 
3 various diverſions ;—but then they are all of a 
ſpiritual nature ſit for ſpiritual gameſters; 
and hence it is, that entangling the minds and 
affections of ſinners, and alluring them to 
Chriſt with goſpel promiſes, is called fiſhing, 
Mark i. 17. Struggling with God under the 
__ Spirit's influence for bleſſings, is called wreſt- 
ling, Geneſis xxxii. 24. Keeping up a cloſe 
communion with God in goſpel diligence, is 
called running the race that is ſet before us, Heb. 
Kii. 1,—And graſping the higheſt attainments 
in grace, 1s called attaining the mark that ſe- 
cures the prize of our high calling, Phil. iii. 14. 
In ſhort, he is allowed to be a good game- 
ſter, and to play the beſt game, that wins 
_ Chriſt, though he loſe every thing elſe. But 
what things were gain to me, thoſe I arcounted 
loſs for Chrift : yea, doubtleſs, and I count al! 
things but loſs for the excellency of the knowledge 
of Chriſt Feſus my Lord, for whom ] have ſuf= 
fered the loſs of all things, and do count them 
but dung that I may wIN Chriſt, Phil. iii 7, 8. 
The Lord keep you all in the ſimplicity of 
the goſpel, and then you will play with ſafety, 
though it be at the hole of the aſp. The 
breaſt of conſolation in the mouth of crying 
and praying faith affords ſuch nouriſhment to 
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Babes in Grace—and cauſes them to cleave fo 


cloſe to the Father of all mercies, and God of 


all comfort, that there is little room to ſuſpe& 
any danger of being envenomed by this aſp, 
though we dare him at his own hole. That 
you may play a warrantable game, and come 
off with the garland, is the deſire and prayer 
* T 


Him that loves you in the bowels of Chriſt, 


And is willing to ſerve you for his ſake, 


1785. _ Wm, HUNTINGTON, 
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And the ſucking child ſhall play on the bole of the aſh, 
and the weaned child fhall put his hand on be coc 
atrice den, Iſa. xi. 8. 


I is allowed by the chairek divines, that of all 

L the prophets, Iſaiah is the noſt evangelical, as 
his ſermons ſavour moſt of the dear Redeemer, 
And indeed Ifaiah's views of his birth, his tempta- 
tions, his travels, his miniſtry, his death, his aſcen- 
ſion, his receiving and giving the Spirit, his ſee— 
ing the travail of his ſoul in the converſion of the 
Gentiles; the univerſal ſpread of the goſpel, his 


predictions of theſe our iſles waiting for his law; 
the glory of ſovereign grace, the real experience 
of Chriſtians, their ſafety ; the glorious exalta- 


tion of Chriſt in heaven and earth, his univerſal 


government, and eternal reign, are ſo exactly 
pointed out, that if he had fat in the eternal 


council of the Trinity, he could not have preached 


the doctrines of eternal election and abſolute pre- 
. deſtination 
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deſtination more clearly than he does. The Deity 


of Chriſt, his glorious offices, as King, Prieſt, and 


Prophet—his government as a King, his ſacrifice 


as a Prieſt, and his doctrines as a Prophet, are ſo 


ſublimely and profoundly handled, that it is as if 


he had ſpent his days on the mount of transfigura- 


tion—on which he traces the manifold wiſdom of 


God from the ancient ſettlements of the Trinity, 
down to the end of time, and to all eternity, In- 
deed he, was one that lived, moved, and had his 
being in the glorious viſions of God. —He treats 


fo fweetly of the ſoul-travail of awakened and 


quickened ſinners—of the Lord's tender care over 
them—their cordial reception into covenant fa- 
vour—their juſtification by faith in the righteouſ- 
neſs of Chriſt—the ſaints holding on their way 
without fainting, and the certainty of their poſſeſſ- 
ing at laſt what God has promiſed in Chriſt Jeſus, 


called by this prophet, things which the eye hath 
not ſeen, ear heard, or heart of man conceived, 


and which are ſaid to be laid up for all that wait 
POO, and wait for God. 


This prophet appears to be one of the royal 
Fouts of David; and I believe he preached fifty 


or three-ſcore years, and at laſt was ſawn aſunder, 


Heb. xi. 37- and, as ſome of the Jews allow, un- 


der the reign of n who they ſay was his 
grandſon. 


The prophet, in BO 8 of this chapter, 
ſoretells of the coraing of] eſus Chriſt, as the om- 
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nipotent and eternal Ruler, whom he terms, a red 
growing out of David, called the sr of Jeſſe; and 
a bleſſed ſprig of righteouſneſs coming forth out 
of his roots, as a tender plant out of a ary ground. 


He means the conception of Chriſt, that under 
the divine agency of the Holy Ghoſt there ſhall 
come forth a holy and Zleſſed ſeed, that while righ- 


' teouſneſs is looking down from heaven for ſatisfaction, 
truth ſhall ſpring out of the earth and give it. 


A branch ſhall grow out of its roots, ver. 1. a di- 
vine evergreen ſhall ſpring from the ſtock of Da- 
vid. The prophet, in the next place, propheſies 


of the glorious fulneſ5 of the Spirit that ſhould reſt 


upon him. Chriſt, as a King, was to have domi- 


nion from ſea to ſea, and from the river unto the 
ends of the earth ; and to qualify him for the go- 


vernment of his kingdom, and to ſubdue his ene- 


mies, the ſpirit of wiſdom ſpall reſt upon bim. 
As a Prophet of his church and people, he mall 


reveal the myſteries of heaven, and make plain 
the path of life; and he is qualified | for this with | 


the ſpirit of underſtanding. 
And for the office of an Advocate for his els 


he is furniſhed with the ſpirit of counſel, 


As the Foundation of his church, the ſpirit of 
might mall reſt upon him. 


As he is ordained to be the Judge of och and 
dead, the ſpirit f knowledge ſhall reſt upon him; 
and as a ſervant in covenant character, the ſpirit 


C4 the fear of the Lord ſhall be upon him,—/f 7 


* am 
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am a maſter (ſays God), where is my fear? The 
anſwer is, Chriſt, as a ſervant, ſhall fear him all 
N his days; the ſpirit of the fear of the Lord ſhall 
| reſt upon him, ver. 2. Thus the humanity of 
Chriſt was anointed with all the fullneſs of the 
Holy Ghoſt—grace was poured into his lips in- 
deed, and he was fuil of grace and truth—his own 
proper Deity inhabited that body, and a ſevenfold 
unction abode upon it. 
He next treats of his omniſcience.— He ſhall not 
judge ofter the fight of bis eyes, neither reprove after 


of all hearts, he ſhall judge and reprove according 
to their thoughts, as was verily fulfilled in his 


us therefore, what thinkeſt thou? Is it lawful to give 
tribute to Ceſar, or not? Matth. xxii. 16, 17.— 


the Saviour that they knew he was true, and that he 


peror, who was no better than a uſurper over 
them. Where was the harm in all this? I an- 
{wer, there was none ;—but the omniſcient Savi- 
our knew their drift was to drag ſomerhing out of 
his mouth thar would amount to treaſon; and if 


they could have caught that, then they would 
3 have 


the hearing of his ears, ver. 3. But as the ſearcher 


miniſtry, when there came a company to him ſay- * 
ing, Maſter, we know that thou art true, and teacheſt 
the way of Ged in truth, neither careſt thou for any 
man; for thou regardeſt not the perſons of men. Tell 


There was not a word amiſs in all this—they told 
taught the ways of God zruly; that he was not 


afraid of the faces of men; and they aſked him if 
it was lawful to pay tribute to the Roman Em- 
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have been the firſt who would have accuſed him 
to Herod of treachery—have delivered him up to 
his authority—and ſo have expoſed him to all the 


ſeverity of the ſecular power. But Jeſus knowing 


their thoughts, ſaid, why tempt ye me, ye hypocrites? 
Here the dear Redeemer did not judee after the 
hearing of his ears; if he had, in all probability 
his judgment would have been in their favour, 
for there was nothing amiſs in their words. But 
to confute them by their own acts and deeds, he 
ſaid, Shew me the tribute money ; and when they 
brought it, he ſaid, boſe is this image and ſuper- 


ſcription? They ſay unto him, Ceſar's, —Is it Cæſar's? 
Did not God at firit reign over you? and did 


not he in the wilderneis levy many tributes on 
you, to ſhew your obedience and loyalty was due 


to him only? But whoſe image and ſuper/.ription is 


this? They ſay unto him, Cæſar's. How come 


you under the iceptre of an heathen monarch ? 


Is this his image ?—Why then if his image and 
ſuperſcription go current among you, you allow _ 
of his government ; and it is a proof that you 
have caſt off the ſceptre of God. Render therefore 
zo Cæſar the things that are Ceſai's, and unto God 


the things that are God's. 


Thus it appears, that Jeſus did not judge after 
the ſight of his eyes, nor reprove after the hearing of 
his ears, but, as the omniſcient Jehovah, he judged 
according to the baſe hypocriſy of their hearts. 


But with righteouſneſs ſhall he judge the poor, 


ver. 4.—By the poor, underſtand the poor in ſpirit ; 


ven 
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ſuch as are ſtripped of their own ſuppoſed merit .< 
— brought in debtors by the law of God and con- 
ſcience—=chaſed from all confidence in the fleſh— 
brought to hunger and thirſt after righteouſneſs— 
and humbled, to beg the bread of heaven at mer- 
cy's door. Such, : and only ſuch, are * 
poor. 
And he fhall finite the earth with the rod of bis 
mouth, ver. 4.-—By the rod of his mouth, un- 
derſtand his word and his power, by which he 
ſmites hardened ſinners, and by which he will 
Judge them at the great day. The Lord ſays, I 
have ſmitten Ephraim, and he is gone on frowardly 
in the way of his heart—for the iniquity of his covet- 
onſneſs was I wroth, and ſmote him. I hid me, and 
was wroth, Iſa. Ivii. 17. That is, God ſmote him 
with the words of his mouth, and hewed him by 
the miniſtry of his prophets, Hol. vi. 3. And af- 
ter God had thus wounded him, he brought him 
back, and bound up his broken heart: 7 have 
ſeen his ways, and will heal him; I will lead bim alſo, 
and reſtore comforts uuto him, and to his mourners. 
Thus he ſmites ſome, and then heals them again, 
as it is written, Deſpiſe not thou the chaſtening of the 
Almighty, for he maketh ſore and he bindeth up : 
he woundeth, and bis hands make whole, J ob v. 
„ 9 
By the breath of bis lips underſtand the ſpirit fog” 
that attends the word of the Lord; and that ſlays . 
the old man of fin, and quickens dead ſinners; and 
on the other hand, it holds forth his wrath on the 
wicked; 


as 
* N 
2. 0; 
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wicked; Tophet, or hell, is to be kindled by 
the breath of his lips; and the rebel has ſome 
feeling of it in this world, for God's word is a 
ſavour of death unto death to all that maintain an 
impious rebellion againſt the light. 
And righteouſneſs ſhall be the girdle of his loins, 
ver. 5,— This repreſents the Saviour as a juſt God; 
that he will appear ſtrictly juſt both as a Saviour 
and as a Judge :—as a Saviour, he will pay every 
demand to juſtice by paying down a perfect obe- 
dience as a living ſacrifice, and then ſubmitting 
himſelf to death, as the juſt ſentence of God, de- 
nounced againſt man for fin. Death is the ſen- 
tence of God—man is the ſubject of this ſentence, 
and ſin is the cauſe—by in came deatb.— The Sa- 
viour ſubmitted himſelf to death ſpiritual by tak- 
ing our fins, and by being made a curſe; — to death 
eternal, by the departure of God from him 
haſt thou forſaken me? — to death temporal, when 
his ſoul was ſeparated from his body He made his 
ſoul an offering for in, Having thus ſatisfied juſ- 
tice, he is ſtrictly juſt when he juſtifies his own 
elect. And as the Judge of quick and dead, he 
will be ſtrictly juſt in executing the ſentence 
which the law denounces againſt the wicked. 

By girdle, underſtand his cloſe adherence to the 
adminiſtration of mercy to the elect, and of AG 
to the reprobate, 

And faithfulneſs the girdle of his reins, ver. $.— 
By reins, or kiduies, we may underſtand the deep 
ounſels and ſecret purpoſes of the Saviour ;—that his 


BY immutable 
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immutable mind and will, and ſecret thoughts of his 
heart toward his own people, are braced or girded 
about with all the faithfulneſs and veracity of Deity. 


The wolf alſo ſhall divell with the lamb. By wolf 


underſtand perſecutors that devour the ſheep of 
Chriſt; fuch as Paul was, who appeared to fulfil 


his father's character - Benjamin ſhall raven as 4 


el, Gen, xlix, 27, Paul was one of that tribe, 
and did deftroy ſome of the Lord's ſheep; and 
would have deſtroyed more, if ſovereign grace 
had not arreſted him on the road; but afterwards 


he lay down at the feet of the Lamb of God, and be- 


came as meek and gentle as any lamb of his fold. 


And the leopard ſhall lie down with the kid, By 


the leopard we may underſtand a Phariſee who is 


cleanſing himſelf, Jer. xiii. 23. who flights and 
oppoſes the fountain that God has appointed to 


cleanſe. However, ſome of this ſtamp have been 
humbled, and brought to ſubmit and find reſt in 
the dear Redeemer, and lie down with the Savi- 
our's k:as in the ſhepherds' tents, Cant. 1. 8. 
And the calf and the lion, &c.— By calf we may 
underſtand young growing Chriſtians thriving in 
grace.— They ſhall grow up as calres of the ſtall, 
Wal. iv. 2. And by lions, fierce oppoſers of the 
goſpel by nature, but brave goſpel-champions 
when renewed, fortiſied, and panoplied by grace: 
Ein ſhort, they ſhall all herd together; and a little 


child, or a babe in grace, hall lead them into the 


knowledge of the truth, under the Spirit's influ- 
ence. Such were the apoliles, who are called 


little 
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little children, and babe., haſt hid theje things 
rom the wiſe and prudent, and haſt revealed Fo unto 


babes, Matth. xi. 25. 
The cow and the bear ſpall feed, &c. ver, 7.— By 


che cow we may underſtand, in a figurative ſenſe, 

a goſpel-nurſe, 1 Theſſ. li. 7. or a miniſter of con- 
ſolation; ſuch as Paul was, who fed the Lord's 
infants like a wet-nurſe ; as it is written, I have 


fed you with milk, and not with meat, for Je were not 
able to bear it, 1 Cor. fi. 2. 


Young Chriſtians being called growing calves, 


are ſaid to deſire the fincere milk of Ged's word, that 


they may grow thereby, 1 Pet. ii. 2,—hence a tender 
miniſter, holding forth the ſweet nouriſhment of 


the goſpel, may be compared to a good cow. 


Miniſters, becauſe of their hard labour in the 


goſpel yoke, are ſometimes compared to oxen; and 


in their character of nurſes who feed with milk, why 
not to cows allo? 
The bear ſometimes in ſcripture ſignifies a 
wicked ruler over the poor people, Prov. xxviii. 15,— 
however, ſome ſuch have been called by grace. 
Kings have been made nurſing fathers, and queens 


nurſing mothers, Iſa. xlix. 23. and both themſelves 


and their nurſeries have been brought to lay down 
becalmed and compoſed in goſpel reit and quie- 
tude at the foot of the Lamb. 

And the lion ſhall eat flraw like the bullick, ver. 7. 
AI am inclinable to think this lion repreſents a 
ſinner whom the goſpel has left in his unregene- 


rate 


o 
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rate ſtate unhumbled, betauſe he is ſet forth as 

feeding, not lying Yown—and his food is ſtraw, 

not the green paſtures of Chriſt's ſheep, Pal. 

XX111, 2. —eating ſtraw is no better than the pro- 

digal's eating huſks, which ] take to be the doc- 
trines of men, 


2dly, It may denote a falſe becher, who feeds 
on the apoſtacy of hypocrites, who are the refuſe 


of the Lord's flior—ſtraw and ſtubble being the 


fuel of an harveſt, ſo hypocrites are the ſtraw and 
ſtubble which God's hreſbing inſtruments beat off, 
Iſa. xli. 15. and which the fan generally ſcatters, 
Matth. ili. 12. and which the day of wrath will 
conſume as ſtraw or ſtubble, Mal. iv. 1. How- 
ever, the lion and his ſtrau, the ſerpent and his duſt, 


are all coupled together. — Me lion ſhall eat ftraw 


like the bullock, and duff Hall be the A 8 2 
Ta, Ixv. 25. 


Having briefly aid down to my text, 1 
will arrange my thoughts under the following 
heads: | 

I. Deſcribe the gameſter—a caiLD. 

II. The breaſt that he ſucks. 

III. The ſubject of the game—an asp, 

IV. The play ground—the HoLE of the aſp. 

V. and laſtly, The zuLes of the game. 


I. Whoſe child is this, that dares to put his 
hand on the bole of the aſp *—I anſwer, it is God's 
child :—no child can play with or: at this hole 
a chi keen. 3 „ 
55 The 5 
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The next enquiry will be, how do we become 
chi dren of God ?—1 anſwer, firſt, by eTERNAL 
ELECTION—and therefore we are called a cheſen 


generation, 1 Pet. ! li. 9. 


2dly, By PRE-ADOPTION—And becauſe ye are ſons, 


God has ſent forth the Spirit of his Son into your hearts, 
crying, Abba, Father, Gal. iv. 6. 


3dly, By SPIRITUAL REGENERATION - God, who 
from everlaſting willed our adoption in Chriſt, be- 
gets us by his word, under the prolific operations 


of his Spirit operating and working with it. God 
of bis own will begat us with the word of truth, 


James i. 18, | 
The word comes to the elect, not as the word of 
man, 1 Theſſ. ii. 15. nor in word only, but in power, 


in the Holy Ghoſt, and in much aſſurance, 1 Theſſ. i. 5. 
When this 1s the caſe, the word, under the ope- 
ration of the Spirit, becomes a ſpiritual embryo ; 


or, as Peter terms it, an incorruptible ſeed ; Zeing 
born again, not of corruptible ſeed, but of incorruptible, 
by the word of God, that lives and abides 9 ever, 
1 Peter i. 23. 


Under the 1 influences of the Word 


and Spirit the ſinner is brought to a ſpiritual ſenſe 


of his ſtate; he feels the ſeverity of the law, the 


terrors of God, and the fears of death. Theſe 


generally entangle the awakened mind more or 
leſs. The ever bleſſed and glorious Trinity are 


Jointly concerned in this work of quickening the 
 finner, . God gave us life in Chriſt Jeſug—Chriſt 


B pu 1s 
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is the reſurrection and the life—and the Holy 
Ghoſt appears the Spirit of life, and quickens us 
to feel our need of the bread of life that came down 
from heaven; as you ſce in the parable of the pro- 
digal fon, he cried out, I periſh with hunger, and 
yet was convinced there was enough of the bread 
of life in his father's houſe, Thus God gave us 
life in Chriſt Jeſus, and the Spirit quickens us to 
feel the need of it, and in time leads us to feed 
on it. 
The word of God does not quicken, unleſs the 
Spirit attend it, Some Bold the truth in unrighteouſ- 
neſs, and the goſpel comes to ſome in word only; 


but when Jeſus ſpeaks to the ſinner's heart, the 
Spirit of God manages the word, and life and 
power are felt, The words that T ſpeak unto you are 


 fpirit, and they are life. 


It is true, the Pſalmiſt ſays, this is my comfort 
in my affliction, thy word hath quickened me; 


yet he owns the Spirit of God as the life of that 


word, as appears by his prayer, Take not thy Holy 
Spirit from me. 


Under this ſpiritual ſenſation the will is hum- 
bled, and ſweetly inclined to chule the better part. 
Thy people ſhall be willing in the day of my power, 


The ſoul longs for reconciliation with his offended 
God; and the word of God, at times, gives a 


little encouragement to faith and hope; but freſh 


diſcoveries of fin, attended with Satan's tempta- 


tions, encourages doubts, fears, and unbelief. 
Thus the foul labours between feeble faith and un- 


belief— 
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belief—languid hope and flaviſh fear. This is 
the travail of the ſoul that 1s quickened, and draw- 
ing near his delivery; as it is written, A woman 
when ſhe is in travail bath ſorrow, becauſe her hour 
is come: but as ſoon as ſbe is delivered of the child, 
ſhe remembereth no mere the anguiſh, for joy that a 
mam child is born into the world. And ye now tbere- 
fore have ſorrow : but 1 will ſee you again, and your 
heart ſhall rejoice, John xvi. 21, 22. 


Under the influence of the Holy Ghoſt the | 


mind is kept in perpetual travail, the foul is in» 
fluenced with ſpiritual activity; every power is in 


motion after God, though the ſoul has ſuch a bur- 


den of imaginary and real evils to wade through, J 


communed with my own heart, and my ſpirit made di- 
ligent ſearch, Plal, Ixxvii. 6. 


The world, with its trifles, is detefted: and the 
one thing needful will be uppermoſt, The trouble 


of the awakened mind cruciſies the ſinner to po- 


pularity, and ſecret retirement beſt ſuits the frame 


of his heart: this keeps him from his old com- 


panions; and the word of God becomes his 


| hourly ſtudy and meditation, and a ſaving know- 
ledge of God is the ultimate deſire of his ſoul, 


Through dęſire a man having ſeparated himſelf, ſeeketh 
and intermeddleth with all wiſdom, Prov. xviii. 1. 
At times a light ſweetly ſhines on the word, 


then hope perceptibly riſes in the mind; but 


when theſe rays are withdrawn, fear ſinks the ſoul 
again. Thus igt and darkneſi—hope and fear— 
faith and anbelief——ſtruggle together as with a 

B 2 woman 
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woman in hard labour; as it is written, Lord, in 
trouble have they viſited thee ; they poured. out a prayer 
when thy chaſtening was upon them: like as a woman 
with child, that draweth near the time of her delivery 
is in pain, and crieth out in her pangs; ſo have we 
been in thy fight, O Lord, Ila. xxvi. 16, 17. 

At times this labour abates, and an inſenſible 
frame takes place; carnal things ſtupify and be- 


numb the ſoul, and render it careleſs, until 
ſome freſh contracted guilt rouſes the mind; then 


trouble ſprings up again—all the bearing pangs 
come afreſh, and the ſtruggling is ſtronger than 
ever, Indeed, the awakened ſinner is afraid of 
carnal ſecurity—he is afraid of ſtopping ſhort— _ 
afraid of a ſtand on the brink of Jordan—he aims 
at croſſing the river of judgment, and at enter- 
ing the promiſed land, or covenant of promiſe ; 
nor can he be a ſojourner with God till he does: 
and all his trouble ſprings from a ſight and ſenſe 
of his fins, and a fear of failing of the grace of God, 
Heb. xii. 15, He would ſooner ſtruggle through 
the worſt of difficulties than be left to go back to 
his former courſe of wickedneſs ; for he knows 
the reality of God's wrath againſt ſin by what he 
feels, and dreads the thoughts of falling, as a pol- 
luted ſinner, into the hands of the living God. 
This is the labour, more or leſs, of thoſe that are 
born again, or born of the Spirit; and labour they 
do, until PERFECT Love, Zion's beſt MiDw1rs, ap- 
pears, and draws the ſoul through the inflexible. 
{traits of Sinat bondage, and ſtubborn unbelief ;— 
; He 
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He that feareth is not made perfect in love, for perfect 
love caſteth out fear, 1 John iv. 18. When love 
has done this, the birth 1s clear, for love is of God, 
and every one that loveth is BoRN of God, and know- 


eth God, 1 John iv. 7. Thus the word of God 
produces the conception, the Spirit of God quick- 


ens the ſoul, faith and hope bring to the birth, 
and love revealed gives ſtrength to bring forth. 


The new- born ſoul is like one that 1s juſt awaked 


from a dream, or fancies himſelf juſt ſprung from 
the womb into a new world, as it is written, His 


NMeſb ſhall be freſher than a child's ; he ſhall return to 


the days of his youth, Job xxxiit. 25. Old things are 
now paſſed away with ſuch an happy lou), and all 


things are become new, 2 Cor. v. 17. 


He finds his impenitent heart ſweetly diſſolved, 


and ſoftened to receive the impreſſion of the law 


of God by the Spirit; his hardneſs is removed, 
and an heart of fleſh is given, agreeable to the 


promiſe, 4 new beart alſo will 1 give you, Ezek. 


KXXV1, 26. 


The ſpirit of love inflames him, the ſpirit of uh 
inſtructs him, the ſpirit of faith perſuades him, 
and the ſpirit of ſupplication helps him in every ap- 
proach to God; à new ſpirit will I put within you, 


Ezek. xxxvi. 26. 


The mind of the new-born foul i is likewiſe em- 


ployed in ſweet meditation; his views are enlarged 


as he meditates, his foul is enriched with the pro- 
miſes, and eſtabliſhed by faith in the immutable 
love of his covenant God: this fills his ſoul 

B 3 with 
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with an holy triumph, and his tongue is employed 
in expreſſing his rapturous thoughts. They ſhall 
ſpeak with new tongues, Mark xvi. 17. 

This new heart is the Saviour's zero Bolile; and 
| the new ſpirit is the new wine—new wine muſt be 
put into new bottles, and both are preſerved, Matth, 
ix. 17. And indeed ſometimes the Chriſtian finds 
| It, as Elihu expreſſes it, Behold my belly is as wine 
which hath no vent; it is ready to burſt like new 
| bottles, Job xxxii. 19. When this is the caſe of 
| the happy ſoul, he ſpends his rich income in holy 
converſation, or in ſinging the praiſes of his ſweet 
| Redeemer— le hath put a new ſong in my mouth, 
| even praiſe unto cur God, Plal. Ix, 3, In ſhort, the 
new- born ſoul ſees with new eyes, walks in a new 
way, and aſſociates with a new community. 
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U . Having treated of the birth of this child, 1 | 
1 come now to ſpeak of the chi Id. like diſpoſition of | 
18 this little gameſter. 


Si Firſt, He is of an humble and teachable tem- 
18 per—T hey fit down at thy feet; every one ſhall re- 
} ceive of thy words, Deut. xxxili. 3. | 
p Secondly, He is tractable the moſt deſpicable 
j Inſtrument (in the eyes of man), if his converſa- 
| tion and counſel be evangelical, may lead him. 
Thus Cornelius drops on his knees to receive a 
divine meſſage from the mouth of poor Peter the 
fiſherman, which appears little better than idola- 
try.—But as an angel from heaven had ordered 
him to ſend for Peter, we have reaſon to believe 
he 
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he viewed him as God's oracle; for ſalvation to 
Cornelius and his houſe was to be delivered from 
Peter's mouth. Peter takes him up, declares 
himſelf no more than a man, and directs the 
bended knee to God, whom Peter perſonated, and 
whoſe ambaſſador he really was. 

Thirdly, He is meek and quiet—which divine 
ornaments bedeck the believing ſou], and are in 
the /iebt of God of great price. The meek will he 
guide in Judgment—the meek will he teach his way, 
Pſal. xxv. 9. 

Fourthly, He is ſimple in his devotion, and 


ſimple in his deportment.— His devotion is ſimple, 


he pays no reſpect to religious pomp and parade; 


external ſhews of godlineſs are lightly eſteemed 


by him. He makes the word of God his rule, 
the Son of God his plea, and the promiſe of God 
the warrant of his faith, and the foundation of 
his hope.—Remember thy word unto thy ſervant, 
upon which thou haſt cauſed me to hope, Plal. cxix. 49. 

He is ſimple in his deportment.—He is fo de- 
meaned, that he eſteems all others better than 


| himſelf, He longs to repreſent the grace of God 
in all its luſtre, and is grieved when any heavy 
croſs prohibits his appearing divinely cheerful ; 


he is perpetually guarded by filial fear, and is 
afraid of opening the mouth of fools, or expoſing 
the cauſe of God to contempt; dreads the thoughts 


of being a ſtumbling-block to the ſeeking ſoul, or 


of being a pattern to the preſumptuous. 
B 4 Fifthly, 
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Fifthly, He has no truſt in himſelf—he goes 
forth in the Lord's ſtrength—engages his ſpiritual 
adverſaries in the Lord's name, and ſimply leans 
on his revealed arm, as a child on the arm of its 
nurſe. Hold thou me up, and I ſhall be ſafe, Plal. 


exix. 117. 


I come now to treat of the breaſt of this little 
gameſter. We mult be born again, and nouriſhed 
with divine conſolation, before we preſume to 


make inroads in Satan's territories, or even ap- 


pear on the frontiers of this Asp, much leſs to 


play a game on his HoLE.— I is the fucking child 


that ſhall play on the hole of the aſp - and the weaned 
child, that ſpall put his hand on the cockatrice den. 


The child muſt be weaned from the pleaſures 


of the world—from the love of ſin—from confi- 


dence in the fleſh—and from the ſociety of 


wicked company, before he dare put his hand on 
this Hole. 


The new-born ſoul finds a ſtrong affection go- 
ing out after God, which flows from a ſenſe of 
God's great love to him ; hence the word of God 


becomes his foul's delight, prayer his higheſt pri- 
vilege, and communion with God the quinteſſence 


of all his felicity. The Bible is read as his HEA“E 
VENLY FATHER'S will. By faith he proves his 
ſonſhip ; and his ſonſhip gives him a goſpel right 
and title to the divine legacy—for he is an heir 
of promiſe, and conſequently an heir to the bleſſ- 


ing promiſed, which all centre in this, namely, 
| that, 
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that he is an heir of God, as his only portion, and 
a joint heir with Chriſt to all 1 intents and purpoſes, 


Rom. vill. 17. 


Milk is the eſſence of herbage, and God's word 
is compared to green paſtures; and the bleſſings 


contained in the word are called the /ncere milk of 


it, when they are preached and applied with a 
divine energy. —As new-born babes defire the ſin- 


cere milk of the word, that ye may grow thereby, 
1 Pet. ii. 2. 


Every promiſe chat ! is ſent to the heart by the 


Holy Ghoſt, diſcharges its divine refreſhings to 
nouriſh hope, ſtrengthen faith, and to encourage 


an holy familiarity with a reconciled God in Chriſt 


Jeſus. 


Promiſes a are Zion” 8 breafls. with which all her 


infant progeny are nouriſhed; and every eſta— 
bliſhed ſoul in Zion's family, is willing to lend 


the bearing arm, and to hold forth the full- fraught 


breaſt to the ſimple ſoul that is born again of 


God. And the new born babe in grace will draw 
in the comforts and inſtructions as Gaſt as the ten- 


der nurſe can bring them forth; as it is written, 


That ye may ſuck, and be ſatisfied with the breaſts of 
her conſolation : that ye may milk out, and be delighted 
with the abundance of her glory, Ila, IXvi. 11.— 


Let it be obſerved, 


That none but juſtified perions can feed a babe 
in grace with wholeſome food. Prating lips and 
barren hearts afford no nouriſhment to the child 


of God, Zion muſt be juſtified by faith, and 
enjoy 
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enjoy goſpel peace herſelf, before ſhe can draw 


out the goſpel breaſt to her offspring. As it is 


written, For thus ſaith the Lord, behold 1 will ex- 
tend peace to her like a river, and the glory of the 


Gentiles like a flowing fiream! Then ſhall ye ſuck; 


ye ſhall be bor::e upon her ſides, and dandled upon her 
Antes, IIa. Xvi. 12. . 
Theſe divine comforts are an unction to the 


underſtanding, a flame to enlarge the affections, 


and a fortification to the whole ſoul, as the pro- 
phet ſpeaks, And when ye ſee this, your heart ſhall 
rejoice, and your bones ſhall Nouri as an herb, Ila, 
Ixvi. 14. | 


I come now to deſcribe the object of the ſport. 


— The object to be ſported with is an Asp. The 


fucking child ſball play on the hole of the Asp. 


The Asp, or Aſpic, is a moſt dangerous rep- 
tile, very numerous in the great deſarts of Arabia, 
and in Ethiopia, and was well known in Paleſtine, 


They are a kind of ſerpent, or adder, very ſmall, 
curiouſly marked on the back—are very wiſe and 
ſubtle, apt to bite, and ſo venomous that it is 
almoſt impoſſible to cure their bite. The venom, 
which ir conveys with its teeth, ſpreads its con- 
tagion fo faſt, that unleſs a remedy be ſpeedily 
procured, it is almoſt impoſſible to ſtop the in- 
fection. The venom of this creature is dreadful 
in its operations; it has a benumbing, {tupifying, 
and intoxicating nature; it exhauſts the animal 
ſpirits, withers the frame, and ſpeedily draws the 

ſufferer 
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ſuferer into a ſtate of inſenſibility, inſomuch as it 
lulls him into the final ſleep of death, by a kind 


of lethargy ;z it cauſes a ſwelling as it runs, and 
has as bad an effect on the intellects as it has on 


the blood; there is no venomous creature fo fatal 
in its bite, unleſs it be the ſcorpion. 
So much for the hiſtory ; I come now to the 
myſtery of the 2ſp. 


This aſp in the myſtery 1s the devil, who is of- 
ten called a ſerpent, Iſa. xxvil. 1. and an adder, 
Pſal. xci. 13. becauſe of his wiſdom, Matth. x. 16. 
his ſubtlety, Gen. 111. 2. his crooked turns, Job 
xxvi. 13. his dreadful bite, Eccl. x. 11. and the 
helliſh contagion of ſin, the devil's bane, which 


ſpreads its dreadful infection throughout both 


body and ſoul, Ir benumbs the conſcience, 


hardens the heart, ſtupifies the mind, and lulls 
the ſinner faſt aſleep in his fin ; and, if grace pre- 


vent not, ſends him out of the world in an awful 
lethargy, till in bell, and then be afts up his eyes, be- 
ng in torment. 


When that old ſerpent the devil ſeduced Eve, 
he choſe the moſt ſubtle creature of the brute 


creation to diſguiſe himſelf in; and he purſues 


the ſame ſcheme now; for he pitches upon the 
ſubtleſt and wiſeſt men to ſupport his intereſt in 


the world. Men in eccleſialtical or civil power, 
of great learning, great parts, quick turns, and 
nervous reaſonings, are generally the devil's tools 


to ſpread his nets, and enſnare the ſouls of men; 
from their heart and mouth, as from a battery, 


he 
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he has diſcharged all his lies, falſe doctrines, and 
malicious perſecutions, which have poiſoned and 
damned thouſands of ſouls. Hence it is, that 


God has poured fo much contempt on the wiſdom 


of this world, as to make their underſtanding fooliſh- 


neſs. And the Saviour thanked his Father for 
hiding the goſpel from he wiſe and prudent and for 


revealing it unto babes. 
In times of darkneſs Satan weks men up to 


practiſe all manner of debauchery, oppreſſion, ad 
cruelty, and to deal deftruftion round them in à 


thouſand forms; but when the light of the goſ- 
pel appears, then he itirs them up to perſecute, 
and if that will not do, then he ſets them to ſpread 


his errors: by the former, he labours to ſtop the 
progreſs of the goſpel; and by the latter, to 
mingle lies with it; and generally conveys his 


venom by thoſe who are falſely called goſpel mi- 


niſters. Such are the Arminians, who diſcover 


the ſerpent's wiſdom by producing much ſcrip- 
ture in conjunction with a lie, as the devil did 


when he deceived Eve, and yet perverting the 


plaineſt truths; they diſcover the crooked work- 
ings of the ſerpent by their ſerpentine wriggling, 


firſt out of truth into error, then out of error into 


truth. Sometimes, by their words, you would 


think they were in Chriſt, and ſoon after you will 
perceive them to ſavour of nothing bur fleſh and 
blood—hold up and confeſs one doctrine at one 


time, then turn about again, and tear it all down, 


This is the crooked ſerpent—T boy bave mage them 


elne 
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crooked paths, whoſoever goeth therein ſhall not know 
peace, Iſa. lix. 8. At times, they hold forth the 
blood of Chriſt as ſhed for all the human race, 
and then by and by tell you that thoſe waſhed in 
it may be damned, This 1s the ſpirit of error 
that intoxicates—Look not thou upon the wine when 
it is red, when it giveth his colour in the cup, when 
it moveth itſelf aright ; at the laſt it biteth as a ſer- 
pent, and flingeth like an error, Prov. xxiii. 31, 32. 
They diſcover the deafneſs of the ſerpent, by be- 
ing deaf to all counſel, and hardened againſt all 
reproof, ruſhing on in the face of every faithful 
witneſs, and ſpitting their venom at the brighteſt 


_ teſtimonies—They are like the deaf adder that ſtop- 


peth her ear; which will not hearken to the voice of 
charmers, charming never ſo wiſely, Pſal. Ivili. 4. 
They diſcover the ſubtlety of the ſerpent, by 
concealing their inward principles, until they have 
inſinuated themſelves into your affections; and 
then they will bring them forth, a little at a time, 
as you can ſwallow them down; and leſt you 


| ſhould ſuſpect the devil to be in them, they con- 


tend vehemently for good works and holineſs of 
life, as Satan did, when he promiſed that Eve 


| ſhould be as a god, when he only wanted to make 


her a devil Eg himſelf, Under this maſk they 
convey the bane of Satan to your heart, This is 
the ſubtlety of the devil, beguiling ſouls by falſe 
teachers, as Paul ſays, But I fear, leſt by any means, 
as the ſer Pent beguiled Eve rage his ſubtlety, ſo 
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your minds ſhould be corrupted from the ſimplicity that 


is in Chriſt, 2 Cor. xi. 3, 4, — So much for the 
ASP. 


1 come now to treat 4 his Hole on which the 
child is to play. 


In my text, you read of a ceckatrice den, and that 


the weaned child ſhall put its hand on that, The 


cockatrice and the aſp are both ſerpents; and 
there is but very little difference between them. 


The cockatrice den is a falſe preacher's HEART, 


and the hole of the aſp is a falle preacher's MovTHr. 


Alt is in the heart of a ſinner that Satan reigns 


and rules—out of the heart proceeds all evil, 


faith the Saviour—this is the den, And out of 


the abundance of the heart the mouth ſpeaketh— 
this is the hole. 


The Saviour called the Jewiſh wihe of falſe 


teachers ſerpents and vipers—Ye ſerpents, he genera- 


tion of vipers, how can ye eſcape the damnation of 
Bell? Matth. xxiii. 33. He called them ſerpents, 
becauſe the old ſerpent, the devil, was in them. 
Satan keeps his court in the heart—that is his 
palace, Luke xi. 21, The devil worketh in the 
hearts of the diſobedient, Eph. ii. 2. The unre- 
newed heart is the ſerpent's den, There it is 
that he works up all his deſtructive compounds, 
and ſends them forth againſt the open blaze of 


goſpel-light that while ſome precious ſouls 


ſimply receive the new wine of the kingdom of 
God, and rejoice in it, theſe inſtruments of Satan 
8 ſecretly 
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ſecretly hold all their venom, and belch it forth 
againſt the truth; as Moſes ſpeaks of ſome of 
the Iſraelites, who brought away ſome of the 
Egyptian gods with them, and ſecretly carried on 
an infernal familiarity with devils, practiſing ma- 
gic art—Por their vine is of the vine of Sodom, and 
of the fields of Gomorrah : their grapes are grapes of 
gall, their cluſters are bitter : their wine is the poiſon 
of dragons, and the crue! venom of aſps. 


It is called the vine of Sodom, whoſe inordinate 

luſts made them tread the wine preſs of God's 
eternal wrath.—Biter cluſters, becauſe they im- 
bitter the heart, and fill it with enmity againſt 
God, and his ſovereign will. Vine, becauſe it 
intoxicates the ſoul, ſtupifies the conſcience, 
blinds the underſtanding, confuſes the judgment, 
and employs the tongue in nothing but incon- 
ſiſtencies, contradictions, confuſion, and mere 
nonſenſe. 

As wine ſets people to ſtaggering, boaſting, 
prating, wrangling, and whoring, ſo errors ſet 
people a ſtaggering at the truths of God, boaſting 
of human merit, prating againſt thoſe that are 
orthodox, wrangling with {imple fouls, and to 
committing ſpiritual fornication againſt the Lord, 
Errors lead the heart of the deceived ſinner to an 
infernal conjunction with the devil himſelf hence 
it is called wine of fornication. 
The mother of whoredoms, namely Popery, 
and the Arminian body, her younger ſiſter, fo I 


call them, and ſuch I believe in my conſcience 
Te 
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they will appear in the great day; for I can fee 


no more difference between Popiſh principles, 


and the principles of Arminians than J can be- 
tween my two eyes. The church of Rome is faid 
to make people drunk with the wine of her for- 


nication ; that is, the ſpirit of error; as it is 


written, / will ſhew unto thee the judgment of the great 


whore, with whom the kings of the earth have com- 


mitted fornication, and the inhabitants of the earth 
have been made drunk with the cvine of her fornication, 
Rev, xvil. I, 2. 

Thus the ſpirit of error is ſaid to make men 
drunk, as Milton repreſents the intoxication of 


Adam and Eve, after they had taken their fill of 


forbidden fruit, they thought © they felt new di- 
vinity ſpringing up within them,” until their 


falſe drop conveyed the bane of guilt into their 


conſcience, and then they ſaw their nakedneſs, 


and began, as he repreſents, © their vain conteſt 
that found no end.“ So Zophar repreſents the 


falſe joys and airy flights of the deceived hypo- 
crite=-The triumph of the wicked is ſport, and the 


joy of the bypocrite but for a moment. Though his 


excellency (mark that) his excellency mount up to the 
heavens, and his head reach unto the clouds; yet be 
hall periſh for ever. —Though wickedneſs be feet in 
his mouth, though he hide it under his tongue, yet his 
meat in bis bowels is turned, it is the gall of asps 
within bim, Job xx. 5, 6. 12. 14. And as he 


loves ſuch nouriſhment, God ſays he ſhall have 


no breaſt to ſuck but that, T hat as he fed on 
| | the 
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the viper's bane, he ſhall be deſtroyed by the vi- 
per's tongue — e ſhall suck the poiſon of asps ; 


the viper's tongue ſhall ſlay bim, Job, xx. 16. The 


viper is the falſe preacher—as Chriſt ſays, Je ſer- 
pents, ye vipers | The viper's tongue, is the tongue 
that ſpeaks lies—and conveys the bane of Satan 
to the heart, —Their tongue has ſlain many. 
Hence it appears, that the falſe preacher's 


mouth is the hole of the aſp; and the tongue of 


ſuch a deceiver conveys the very venom of the 


devil, with his doctrine, which lies concealed 


under his tongue; as it is written, T hey have ſharp- 


ened their tongues like a ſerpent : adders poiſon is 


under their lips, Pſal. cxl. 3. 

| And to this agrees the apoſtle Paul irh their 
tongues they bave uſed deceit : the poiſon of Asbs is un- 
der their lips, Rom. iii. 13. It is called wine of 


fornication, becauſe it ſeduces men from the cove- 


nant of grace, which is a covenant of wedlock, 
and alienates the affections from God, inſtead of 
attracting them to him, and in the end leads ſouls 


into an affinity with the devil himſelf ;—as it is 


written, Surely as a wife treacherouſly departeth from 
her buſband, ſo have ye dealt treacherouſly with me, 
O houſe of Ijrael! Jer. iii. 20.—And pray how was 


this done? - by perverting their way, and forgetting 
their God, Jer. iii. 21,—until God was broken with 
their whorijſh heart which departed from him; and 
with their eyes that went @ whoring after their idols, 


Ezek. vi. 9. e prophets led to falſe doffrines— 
C falſe 
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falſe doctrines led to falſe gods, and their falſe gods 
led them to devils, and devils led them to Bell. 
And fo it is now—for if you obſcure, or caſt a 
falſe light upon any eſſential truth, you obſcure 
an attribute of God that ſhines in that truth ; for 
all his perfections ſhine in his word; and hence it 
is, that he has magnified bis word above all his name, 
Pſal. cxxxviii. 2,—And by obſcuring God's truths, 
or ſetting them forth in a falſe light, they obſcure 
the rementous and illuſtrious attributes of the 
[| MOST HIGH AND ETERNAL GOD. 
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I can prove from the Arminian writings, that 
| | they have beclouded three parts out of four of the 
BB revealed perfections of the ALMIcyuTY. None 
have gone farther in this work than they, except 
l the Atheiſts, who, by denying the being of a God, 
A have in fact denied themſelves all ſenſe, reaſon, 
and motion, and laboured to prove themſelves in 
118 a ſtate of annihilation; for God's exiſtence and 
11 man's exiſtence ſtand or fall together according 
to Scripture, For it is in him that we live, move, 
and have our being, Acts, xvii. 28.—And as God 
| ever exiſteth—ſo the ſoul of man ſhall ever exiſt, 
it either in complete happineſs, or in miſery. 
1 If the truths of God are obſcured, the perfec- 
= tions of God are obſcured, and God is repreſented 
Li ina falſe light; and conſequently I am led to en- 
| WM tertain falſe ideas of God, and to ſet up an idol in 
1] my own imagination, which will float and vary 
ö 5 as I do—Thou thoughteſt that I was altogether 
fuch 
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uch an one as thyſelf ; but I will reprove thee, and ſet 
them in order before thine eyes. Now conſider this, ye 
that forget God, lift 1 tear you in pieces, and there 
be none to deliver you, Pſal. I. 21, 22, 


Having treated of the child—of his breaſi—of 
the aſp, and of his Hole — I come now to treat of 
the ſport that may warrantably be made of this 


aſp, and of the rules of the game, which I take 
to be five-fold: 


Firſt, We may whip him with the ſcourge of 
the tongue. 
2dly, We may jocoſely treat him with irony.” 
3dly, We may lay our hands on the hole, and 
defy his power. 
athly, We may ſtop up the TY if we Can, 


sthly, We may ſet fire to it, and run away by 
the light of it. 


Firſt, We may whip this aſp with the ſcourge 
of the tongue, as the prophet Iſaiah did—He 
calls them fooliſh paſtors and ſhepherds, that can- 
not underſtand, He pays no regard to their hoary 
heads, their vederdbir appearance, nor to the honour 
that they aſſume. He paſſes over both their 
age and their honour without any reſpect to them, 
| becauſe the word of the Lord was againft them 
Therefore the Lord will cut off from Iſrael both head 
and tail, branch and ruſh in one day. The ancient 
and bonourable, he is the head; and the prophet that 
C2 zeacheth 
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 teacheth lies, be is the tail. For the leaders of this 


people cauſe them to err ; and they that are leg of them 
are deſtroyed, Ia. ix. 14,15, 16. 


The prophet here compares them to a com- 
bined body in the ſhape of a monſter—the an- 
cient and honourable, he is the head of this beaſt— 
and the prophet that teacheth lies, be is the tail, — 
What muſt the heart and mouth be then but the 
den—and the Hole mentioned in my text? 
John, in his Revelation, honours one of Sa- 
tan's prelates with the title of key-keeper, or por- 
ter of hell And unto him was given the key of the 


bottomleſs pit, Rev. ix. 1. In the ſecond verſe he 


tells us, that the buſineſs of this prelate was to let 
out the ſteam of the infernal regions, in order to 
darken the ſun and air. By the ſun, underſtand 


the glorious rays of Chriſt in his goſpel; and by 


the air, underſtand the ſweet breezes of the Holy 
Ghoſt. When this ſmoke had blinded the eyes 
of them that believed not, 2 Cor. iv. 4. there 
ſprung up a troop of Jocuſts, empowered to uſe 
the /ting and venom of a ſcorpion, Here John 
compares falſe teachers to locuſts, a deſpicable 
inſet; and their power to that of a ſcorpion, one 
of the moſt odious, dangerous, and venomous 


creatures in the univerſe. And there came out of 


the ſmoke locuſts upon earth; and unto them was gi- 


ven power, as the ſcorpions of the earth have power, 


Rev. ix. 3.— They came out of the ſmoke—there is 
0 
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no poiſoning a ſinner's ſoul W= error till you have 
blinded his eyes. 

Their intention was to deſtroy or root out the 
word of God, and by their errors to deſtroy every 
Plant of righteouſneſs that the Lord's right hand had 
planted, Iſa. xi. 3. But their power was limited 
For they were commanded not to hurt the graſs, nor 
the trees; but only thoſe men that had not the ſeal of 
God's Spirit upon them, Rev. ix. 4. 

The dreadful flaſhes of conſcience thoſe re- 
ceived that imbibed their principles are repre- 
ſented by the ſcorpion's ſting; but when their 
conſciences were hardened, theſe gradually wore 
off bey ſhall be tormented frue months ; and their 
torment was as the torment of a ſcorpion ben he 
friketh a man, ver, 5, The ſhapes of theſe locuſts 
are compared unto horſes prepared unto battle, 
becauſe of their undaunted courage, being hard- 
ened againſt God through the deceitfulneſs of ſin, 
_ Heb. iii. 13. and ruſhing upon their own deſtruc- 
tion, as the thoughtleſs boſe does into the baille, 

Jer. . 

They are repreſented as having crowns of 
gold ;— perhaps that is to ſhew that they were au- 
thoriſed and protected by government; or it may 
denote, that they were all princes who reigned in 
their various principalities, under the infernal 
ſceptre of Satan ;—as it is written, Aud they bad 
a king over them, which is the angel of the bottom 


leſs pit, whoſe name in 1% Hebrew tongue 1s Abaddon 
3 (or 


— 
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(or one that deals deſtruction); but in the Greek 

| tongue he hath his name Apollyon, one that tries to 
= root out and deſtroy all that is good, ver. 11. 
| John farther repreſents them as having only the 
faces of men; that is all that they are allowed to 
have of manhood about them; all the reſt is ef- 
| feminate, brutal, and deviliſh ;—as it is written, 
And they had hair as the hair of women, and their 
© teeth were as the teeth of lions, ver. 8. to ſhewtheir 
buſineſs was to devour ſouls under the lion of 
the bottomleſs pit, who 7s ſaid to be going about 
| ſeeking whom he may devour, 1 Pet. v. ver. 8. Their 
main armour, it ſeems, is an hardened conſcience, 
which John calls a breaſt-piate—And they had 
[ rxeaſt- plates, as it were breaſt-plates of iron, ver. 9. 
wich Paul calls a conſcience ſeared with a hot iron, 
1 Tim. iv. 2. In ſhort, the aſp, by the falſe pro- 
phet, deals in three things :—he ſcatters the ſparks 
of ſpiritual wickedneſs, ſpreads his darkneſs to 
blind men's underſtandings, and fo leads them on 
in fin to his own deſtructive reſidence ;—as it is 
written, And out of their mouths iſſued fire, ſmokt, 
and orimfrane,. Rev. ix. 's 


I am now to treat of the ſecond branch of this 
head, namely, that we may Jocolely treat a falſe 
prophet with irony, 


This was the manner in which grave Elijah 

treated the four hundred falſe prophets of Baal. 
He wanted them to prove the exiſtence of their 
god, 
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god, and the power of their fat, by an anſwer 
to their prayers ; as It 1s written, And it came to 
paſs about noon, that Elijah mocked them, and ſaid, 
Cry aloud, —The venerable prophet wanted more 
fervour in their devotion, and a little more lip 
labour Cyy aloud, ſaith he, for he is a god; either 
De is talking, or be is purſuing, or heis in a journey ; 
or peradveniure he ſfleepeth, and muſt be awaked, 
1 Kings, xviii. 27. Iſaiah calls them dumb dogs, 
not fit to be the guardians of a yard—preedy dogs, 
very expenjive to keep —ſeepy dogs, not fit to be 
truſted with the charge of the door. He pays no 
regard to their hoary head the finner, though 
an hundred years old, ſhall be accuſed, ſaith 
In like manner did the Saviour treat the Jewiſh 
blind guides in his days, who were always a ca- 
villing at him, and oppoſing his miniſtry ; he 
ſent them to ſeek friendſhip and ſhelter in Mammon 
(the god of wealtn)—figuratively (the devil) 2% 
god of this world. For they deſpiſed and rejected 
the Saviour, who came to reconcile God and man, 
and fo to bring about a glorious friend{hip by his 
death, And as they refuſed reconciliation by him, 
he ſends them to ſeek it elſewhere And I ſay unto 
you, make 10 yourſelves friends of the Mammon of 
unrighteouſneſs; that when ye fail, they may receive 
You into everlaſting babitations, Luke xvi. 9. 


zdly, We may lay our hands on the hole of this 


aſp, and ny his power. 
C 4 Putting 
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Putting our hands on the cockatrice den, ſig- 
nifies, that we ſhould bear a faithful witneſs againſt 
the deceitful heart of a falſe prophet; for all falſe 
doctrines ſpring out of the heart..—Then the Lord 


aid unto me, the prophets propheſy lies in my name: 


T ſent them not, neither have I commanded them, nei- 


ther ſpake unto them; they propheſy unto you a falſe 


viſion, and divination, and a thing of nought, and 
the deceit of their hearts, Jer. xiv. 14. And again, 


Hearken not unto the words of the prophets that pro- 


phefy unto you ; they make you vain: they ſpeak a 


von cf their own heart —and not oui of the mouth 
of the Lord, Jer. xxiii. 16. 


The heart of a Chriſtian is the palace of the 


Holy Ghoſt ; but the heart of a falſe prophet is 


the den of the cockatrice. The real Chriſtian | 
has the law of truth, and the law of kindneſs on 
his tongue ; but the falſe prophet hath the poiſon 
of aſps under his lips: therefore we muſt put our 


hands on the den, that is, we muſt bear witneſs 


againſt them ; as it is written, If there be faund 
among you, within any of your gates which the Lord 


thy God giveth thee, man or woman that hath wrought 


 quickedneſs in the fight of the Lord thy God, in tranſ- 


grelſing his covenant, and hath gone and ſerved other 
gods, and worſhipped them, and it be told thee, and 
thou haſt heard of it, and enquired diligently, and be- 
hold it be true, and the thing certain, that ſuch abo- 


mination is wrought in ljrael, Then ſpalt thou bring 


forth that man or that woman, which hath committed 
that 
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that wicked thing, unto thy gates, even that man or 
 *0oman. THE HANDS of the witneſſes ſpall be firſt 
upon him; and afterwards, the HANDS of. al; the 
people, Deut. xvii. 1, 2, 3, 4, 3, 6, 7. 

Thus we are to lay our hands, and to bear wit- 
neſs againſt any ſetter-up of new gods—and againſt 
any who try to eclipſe the glory of the Ancient of 
Days; as it is written, If thy broiher, the ſon of thy 
mother, or thy ſon, or thy daughter, or the wife of 
| thy boſom, or thy friend, which is as thy own ſoul, 
entice thee ſecretly, ſaying, Let us go and ſerve other 
gods which thou haſt not known, thou, nor thy fathers, 
thou ſhalt not conſent unto him, nor hearken unto him; 
neilher ſhall thine eye pity him; neither ſhalt thou 
ſpare him; neither ſhalt thou conceal him; thy HAND 
ſhall be firſs upon him, becauſe he hath ſought to thruſt 
thee away from the Lord thy God, who brought thee 
out of the land of Egypt, from the bouſe of bondage, 
Deut. xiii. 6, 8. 10, — What will univerſal charity 
ſay to all this doctrine of Mofes—That a man is 
to bear witneſs againſt wife, ſon, daughter, or friend— 
if they deal in lies—and ſeduce ſouls from the 
truth of God ?—In ſhort, we are to lay our hands, 
and to bear our teſtimonies againſt this aſp, where- 
ever he appears; whether it be in a prelate, or in 
a curate—in an infallible man, or a perfe man, 
friend or foe—if he tells lies in the name of the 
Lord—the father of lies is in him—his mouth is 
the bole of the aſp— and we are to lay our hands 
on the hole—and bear witneſs for God againſt 
him Ze are my witneſſes, ſaith the Lord, 

Ic 
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It is not in our power to deſtroy the aſp, or his 
works; that is the work of our great Lord and 
Maſter. Nor are we to venture at the hole of the 
aſp in our own ſtrength, or in our own name ; Sa- 
tan, that waged war in heaven, defies all human 
power, If we remember that awful battle, we 
ſhall not dare to engage without the grace of God; 
and though we know that he will torment and de- 
ceive mankind when we have done our beſt, yet 
we are to lay our hands on him, and bear a faith- 
ful witneſs againſt him, and that is all; as it is 
written, Lay thine hand upon him, remember the bat- 
tle, do no more, Job, xli. 8. 


I come now to the Fourth Branch of this head 
of diſcourſe, which is—that we may ſtop up the | 
Hole of the aſp, if we can. 
The hole of the aſp I have proved: to be a falſe 
| teacher's mouth—and it is from this hole that Sa- 
tan has ſent all the errors that are now in the 
world ; all the poor ſinners that have gone down 
to the grave with a lie in their bands, Iſa. xliv. 20. 
have been deſtroyed from the hole f the aſp ; God 
| ſays, They that are led of them are deſtroyed— There- 
fore we may warrantably ſtop up the hole, if we 
can, When we hear men ſay that they are per- 
fect and clean from all in-dwelling fin, and that 
there is ſuch a ſtate of perfection to be attained 
in this life; we may tell them that they ſpeak lies, | 
Iſa. lix. 3.—for if we ſay we have not ſinned, we 


make God a liar, 1 John i. 10,-and if we ſay we 
have 
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have no fin, we deceive ourſelves, and the truth is not 
in us, 1 John i. $8. When we hear men open their 
- mouths at this rate, we mult bring Scripture proof, 
and ſtop up the hole, For the mouth of them that 
ſpeak lies ſhall be sToppED, Pſalm Ixiii. 11. 

When we hear preachers ſpeaking againſt the 
imputed righteouſneſs of Jeſus Chriſt, and contend- 
ing for their own legal obedience as a ſufficient 

_ righteouſneſs to juſtify them before God, we muſt 
not allow it, but exclaim againſt ſuch impious 
boaſting of their wretched ccauſe the Sa- 
viour will not allow even his apoſtles, upon whom 
his grace was ſo abundant, to boaſt ; no not even of 

the fruits of their faith, Nen ye have done all theſe 

things, ſay ye we are unprofitable ſervants ? Luke, 
xvii. 10. From hence we may conclude, that al} 
men who boaſt of their merit, are under the law ; 
and we muſt bring forth the law in its ſpiritual 

meaning, and ſhew its ſpiritual demands; as it is 
written, Now we know that whatſoever things the 
law ſaith, it ſaith to them who are under the law ; 
that every MOUTH may be STOPPED, and all the 
world become guilty before God, Rom, iii. 19. 

Whenever or wherever this aſp opens a hole, 
we muſt labour to ſtop it up ; we mult not be idle _ 
when the aſp is buſy ; we ſhall often find nen of 
corrupt minds, creeping into houſes, leading captive 
lh women telling them that religion lies in a 
Plain cap, or in a long narrow bonnet, and deliver» 
ing lectures againſt a ſnoff-box, and nurſipg their 


pride 
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pride by ſetting them up as c/aſs-leaders—inſtead 
of preaching up the ſovereign grace of God in 


_ Chriſt Jeſus—and the neceſſity of being born 


again of the Spirit, —Chriſt calls ſuch preachers 


H- catchers —they ſtrain at a gnat, and ſwallow a 


camel, Many of theſe ſilly women are led away 


by errors; Ever learning, but never able to come to 


the knowledge of the truth, 2 Tim. iii. 7. 

The main drift of falſe teachers is to overthrow 
the faith of young beginners, ſetting them to de- 
ſpiſe orthodox preachers, and the glorious doc- 
trines of election and preaeſtination; and when they 
are hardened in errors, then they deſpiſe and ri- 
dicule theſe revealed truths of God. Therefore 


we are commanded 10 hold faſt the faithful word 


as wwe have been taught, that we may be able, by ſound 
doctrine, both to exbort and to convince the gainſayers : 


for there are many unruly and vain talkers, and de- 
ceivers, eſpecially they of the circumciſion (that is, 


workmongers), WHOSE MOUTHS MUST BE STOPPED, 


who ſubvert whole houſes, teaching things which they 


o ht not, Titus, i. 9, 10, 11. 
It is true, the faithful ſervants of God may 
ſometimes ſee their flocks ſcattered and corrupted 


by falſe teachers, and they may ſeem to thrive in 


their deceivings, inſomuch as the true prophets 
may be broken hearted under it, and amazed at 
ic, as you read in Jeremiah, chap. xxviii. Not- 


withſtanding this, their deviſed fables ſhall not 


ſtand ;- nor {hall they deſtroy the elect of God in 
| Re the 
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the end; they may deceive the reprobate and 
themſelves—and this is often made manifeſt when 


their errors entangle them in the revealed wrath 


of God—until they break out into open rebel- 


lion againſt the light, and then they are left to 
ſtagger on in darkneſs, and grope like the blind 


for the wall—even while the Sun of Righteouſ- 


neſs ſhines in his full ſtrength, We may be ſure 
of this, that God will ſave the poor in ſpirit from 


being deſtroyed by their mouth; as it is written, 
He diſappointeth the devices of the crafty, ſo that their 


Hands cannot perform their enterpriſe. He taketh the 


wiſe in their own craflineſs, and the council of the 
froward is carried headlong. They meet with dark- 


neſs in the day-time, and grope in the noon-day as in 


the night, But be ſaveth the poor from the ſword, 


k 


4 


of it. 


from their mouth, and from the hand of the mighty, 
Jo that the poor hath hope, and iniquity sToypETH 
HER MOUTH. Job, v. 12, 13, 14, I5 16. 


I come now, as was propoſed, to ſpeak to the 


laſt branch of this general head, namely, That we 


may ſet fire to the hole, and run away by the light 
The ſpirit of God operates as a ſpirit of judg= 
ment, and as the ſpirit of burning in the ſouls of 
the elet, He kindles a flame of divine love in 
the affections, and a holy zeal according to know- 
ledge in the mind, and ſhines like a ſun-beam on 
the underſtanding, lt is the burning and ſhining 
rays 
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rays of the Holy Ghoſt that makes a miniſter a flame 
of fire, Heb. i. 17. Nor is this the bleſſed privi- 
lege of miniſters only, but of the whole houſe- 
hold of faith; for the Spirit of God is promiſed 
to all the choſen ſeed, Iſa. lix. 22. a meaſure to 
each to profit withal. We are to hold forth God's 
flaming truth to the hole of the aſp—we are not 
to ſpare the aſp nor his hole, let him appear where 
he may—if the devil ſuggeſt evil to Peter, the 
Saviour ſays, Get thee behind me, Satan, I 
know that an erroneous preacher, or a hearer of 
errors, are the hardeſt of any to work upon, eſpe- 
cially when the cockatrice has kept long poſſeſ- 
ſion of his den, and the aſp has bent the tongue 
of the ſinner /ike a bow to ſhoot lies, inſtead of being | 
valiant for the truth, Jer. ix. 3, Yet ſome ſuch 
as theſe have been brought to underſtand and to 
acknowledge the truth as it is in Jeſus—ere now, 
They alſo that erred in ſpirit ſhall come to underſtand- 
ing, and they that murmured F008 learn defrine, 
Haiah, xxix. 24. | 
If God's word comes with power to the ſinner's 
heart, it demoliſhes the cockatrice's den; and if the 
ſpirit of judgment operates, the aſp is burnt out < | 
of his hole, for he hates the light of truth ;— 
God's word is ſufficient to break the heart, and to 
burn out the asP.—[s not my word like as a fire? 
| faith the Lord; and what aſp likes the fire? and 
like a hammer that breaketh the rock in pieces ? then 
the devil muſt quit the garriſon, Jer. xxiii. 29. 
7 I have 
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T have been an eye and an ear witneſs to ſeveral 
ſouls who formerly allowed the aſp to diſplay his 


artillery from their mouths, who have been 
brought afterward to confeſs the real truth, and 
exult in it, under the ſweet influences of ſovereign 
grace. Oh! it is pleaſing to ſee the aſp burnt out 


of his hole by the glorious flame of election and 
everlaſting love—and to ſee the den of dragons, or 
the cockatrice's den, turned into the pleaſing ſacri- 
fice of a broken and a contrite heart, God has 


often condeſcended to own and bleſs the labours 
of his faithful ſervants, even to do this. I have 
known ſeveral very ſtiff advocates for free-will 
and other popiſh trumpery—and who have cavilled 
againſt election and imputed righteouſneſs vehe- 


mently—who have been brought off from free-will 
by a ſtorm from Sinai—and to embrace ſovereign 


grace, and be thankful for it. And when I have 
ſeen them ſhine in the truth, and burn in the love 


of it, I have ran Joyfully away by the light of Jes 


bo vab's fire, kindled in the ſinner's heart. 


The ele& of God may, at their firſt ſetting off 


in the ways of God, and while under legal con- 


victions, be toſſed about with varicus winds of 
doctrine; and the Arminian ſcheme is as well 


adapted (Perfection excepted) to pleaſe thoſe that 
are working for life, as any ſcheme that ever the 


devil invented, But of this we may be aſſured, 


that the Ele& of God ſhall never be finally de- 
ceived, nor ſhall the ſmoke of Satan ever finally 


extinguiſh 
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extinguiſh the light and force of truth, The 
word of God ſhall deſtroy all the doctrines of men, 


the maintainers of them, and the adherents to 


them, if grace prevent not; as it is written— 


For the houſe of Iſrael and the houſe of Fudah have 
dealt very treackerouſly againſt me, ſaith the Lord. 


They have belied the Lord, and ſaid it is not he: 
neither ſball evil come upon us. And the prophets 
Hall become wind, and the word is not in them; thus 


hail it be dome unto them. Wherefore thus ſaith the 
Lord God of hoſts, Becauſe ye ſpeak this word, be- 
Hold, I will make my werds in thy mouth FIRE, and 
this people wood, and it ſpall DEVOUR THEM, Jer. v. 


11, 12, 13, 14. We are commanded. to contend 
earneſtly for the faith that was once delivered to 
the ſaints; and if we do this, we muſt contend 


for the glory of the EVER BLESSED TriNITY—for 
the glory of all the revealed perfections of the 
godhead, that their glory may not be eclipſed ;— 

we muſt contend for every eſſential truth of the 


Bible, and for the Spirit's work on the ſoul of 


God's elect. This is the duty of every miniſter, 
and of every. chriſtian—and if any of our oppo- 


ſers be of the choſen ſeed of Iſrael, God will in 


his own time bring them out ; but if they are of 


the houſe of Eſau, the goſpel will be a ſavour of 


death unto death to them, and in the end conſume 


them ;—as it is written, And the houſe of Jacob 


ſhall be a fire, and the houſe of Joſeph a flame, and 
the houſe of Eſau for ſtubble, and they ſhall kindle 
in them, and devour them; and there ſhall not be any 

remaining 
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remaining of the houſe of Eſau; for the Lord hath 
ſpoken it, Obad. 18. 

| There are many deluded ſouls who fight deſpe- 
rately againſt the truth, who have got the fire of 
God's wrath within them; and conſcience fights 
as much againſt them as they fight againſt the 
truths of God. It is the duty of every believer 
to contend for the faith delivered to the faints ; 
and we ſhall be ſure to ſet fire to the hole one way 
or other ; for if the fire of eternal love never pu- 
rifies them, the flames of wrath will ſurely tor- 
ment them. The Saviour is both a refner's fire, 
and a conſuming fre: —a propitious Saviour, and 
a dreadful judge. 
We ſucking child ſhall play on the hole of the aſp. 
When we find that there is no ſign of reclaim- 
ing theſe enemies of truth, they being hardened 
againſt all reproof, we may turn the tables againſt 
them He that being often reproved hardeneth his 
neck, ſball ſuddenly be W . and that without 
remedy, Prov. xxix. By turning the tables 
againſt them I mean, ws while they are raging 
againſt the decrees of God, we may prove to 
their faces that they are at the ſame time ful- 
filling them ; yea, while ſuch are kicking againſt 
election and predeſtination, they are all the while 
fulfilling the fore appointments of God ;—as it 
is written, To whom coming as unto a living ſtone, 
diſallowed indeed of men, but choſen of God and pre- 
cious.—IWherefore alſo it is contained in the ſcripture, 
_ Behold, I lay in Zion @ chief corner fone, eleck, preci- 
D cu,; 
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ous; and he that believeth on him ſhall not be confounded. 
Unto you therefore which believe, he is precious : but 
unto them which be diſobedient, the ſtone which the 
builders diſallowed, the ſame is made the head of the 

corner, and a ſtone of ſtumbling, and a Rock or 


OFFENCE, even to them which ſtumble at the worD, 


being DISOBEDIENT: whereunto alſo they were Ap- 
POINTED. But ye are a choſen generation, 1 Peter, 
ll. 4. ©, 7, 8, 9. 21; 
But to whom is Chriſt a Rumbling lone fn] 
anſwer, to merit-mongers. They want to climb to 
heaven without being brought in gebtors to grace. 
Jeſus Chriſt refiſteth them, agreeabſe to his word, 
The Lord reſiſteth the proud, 1 Pet. v. 5. his decrees 
lay in their way, at which they kick, till they 
fall as rebels under the vengeance of their omni- 
: potent ſovereign. . 
jeſus Chriſt will allow a preacher to be a 
worker together with him, in diſpenſing the word 
of his grace, becauſe the feet of the preacher 
carry the meſſage, and the preacher's tongue 
delivers i. Ml e then are workers together with him, 
2 Cor. vi. 1. But the Arminian wants to be a 
copartner with him in the work of juſtification 
God ſays No, Jeſus ſhall magnify the law, and make it 
konourable, Iſa. xlii. 21.—And by his knowleage ſhall 
my righteous ſervant juſtify many, Iſa. Iii. 11. The 
Arminian wants to be a co-worker with the 
Holy Ghoſt in the work of ſanctification— the 
Lord of Hoſts ſays, No Not by might, nor by 
e but by my Spirit, Zech. iv. 6. The Ar- 
7 minian 
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minian wants ſome ground to boaſt on, and to 
have the honour of copeing the building with 
Jinleſs perfection the Lord God and Father of our 

Lord Jeſus Chriſt ſays, No—He fhall bring forth 
the head-ſtone with ſhouting —and ſaved ſinners ſhall 
cry, (not works, but) Grace, grace, unto it, Zech. 
iv. 7. In ſhort, they will not enter by the door, 
and he will not let them climb up any otber way. 
They want to help him out in his work, that they 
may ſhare in his glory —and he deems them 
thieves and robbers; and ſays, He will not give bis 
glory to another, This is the dreadful diſpute 
that is going on between the Lord and them, 
and ſo it will appear at the general doom, as well 
as in Jeruſalem in the days of Chriſt's fleſh. 

Thus Chriſt is an impediment in their way; 
they cannot ſubmit to him, and he will not bow 
to them. His ſovereignty is an impediment in 
the way of free-will; particular redemption lays 
in the way of natural affections; his imputed 
righteouſneſs is an impediment in the way of 
human merit; and free grace is an impediment 
in the way of pride, becauſe it cuts off boaſting. 
Thus the Saviour becomes a ſtumbling- ſtone, 
inſtead of a foundation, 1 Cor. 111. 11. and a rock 
of offence, inſtead of a ſtone of help, 1 Sam. 
vii. 12. He is called a Rock of offence becauſe 
of his ſtability, it being impoſſible for thoſe that 
are offended at him ever to move him. Thus 
Chriſt is a rock in the way of ſelf-righteous ones; 
cavilling at him, as an impediment in their way 


D 2 | is 
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is called fumbling; and being offended at him, is 
like ſeeking revenge of a rock that has thrown 
vs down, by kicking ar it, at which labour we 
are ſure to wound ourſelves, bur never move or 
hurt the rock. But you will ſay, is it not ſtrange 
that people ſhould oppoſe the glorious truths of 
God that ſhine like a ſun-beam throughout the 
ſacred oracles ?—Not at all: they fight againſt 
ſevereign love, becauſe they know it never was ſhed 
abroad in their hearts by the Holy Ghoſt; therefore 
they preach up an univerſal love; that as they 
have no aſſurance of an intereſt in the former, 
they may include themſelves in the latter, being 
a doctrine of their own. So, if imputed righ- 
tcouſneſs had ever been applied to them, they 
would have boaſted of it, as all poor ſaved ſin- 
ners have done who were found in it; but as they 


are ſtrangers to the enjoyment of this robe, they 


hold faſt their own web; ſo, if the atonement 
of Chriſt had ever been applied to their conſci- 
ences, they would contend for the redemption of 
Chriſt's fheep only, as all the faithful miniſters of 
_ Chriſt have ever done; but as conſcience tells 
them this never was their happy caſe, they preach 
up univerſal redemption, or elſe they would ex- 
clude themſelves. Hence it is, they ſtrengthen. 
one another's hands with their lies, and fo keep 
matters together as well as they can: for if they 
give up their untempered mortar, and conſcience 
ſtands to it, that they never have mixed real faith 
with the truth, Heb, iv. 2. they would throw 
N down 
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down their own wall, However, God has promiſed 
to throw it down himſelf —T bus wil! I accompliſh my 
wrath upon the wall; and upon them that have 
daubed it with untempered mortar : and will ſay unto 
you, the wall is no more, neither they that daub it, 
Ezek. xiii. 15, Thus the ſandy foundation and the 


fleſhly ſtructure both tumble together, and, an” 


Chriſt ſays, the ruins of that bouſe wwas great. 
Let them turn which way they will, they fulfil 
thoſe very decrees that they fight againſt. Are 
ſome offended at the ſovereignty of Chriſt, and 
at his ele&? and do they teach others to be of. 
fended at them? they fulfil the decree—1 muſt. 
needs be that offences come; but woe be to that man 
by whom the offence cometh, Matth. xviii, 7. Do 
they ſtumble and fall? they fulfil the decree— 
And many among them ſha!l fumble, and fall, and be 
broken, and be ſnared, and be taken, Iſa. viii. 14, 15. 
Do they make ſport of the truth, and wanton 
with the grace of God to their own condemria- 
tion? they fulfil the decree—For there are certain 
men crept in unawares, who were before of old or- 
dained to this condemnation, Jude, ver. 4. Do they 
rage and ſtorm as foon as they hear a preacher 
advance the truth? they fulfil the decree From 
the time that it poeth forth, it ſhall toke you : ſor 
morning by morning ſhall it paſs over : by day and by 
night: and it ſhall be a vexation only to underſtand 
the report, Iſa. xxviii. 19. Do they plunge farther 
and farther into errdrs, notwithſtanding all that 
is ſaid to reclaim them? they fulfil the decree— 
But 


Dr 
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But evil men and ſeducers ſhall. wax worſe, deceiving 


and being deceived, 2 Tim. iii. 13. And when 


they cry out, I will never believe ſuch doctrines, 
they fulfil the decree—Bebold, ye deſpiſers, and 


vonder, and periſh : for I work a work in your days, 


a work which ye SHALL in no wiſe believe, wg "2 
man declare it unto you, Acts xiii. 41. 
In ſhort, God's word ſhall be fulfilled even by 


the wicked as well as by the juſt—J/ae] muſt 


abide in Egypt till the iniquity of the Ammorites is 
Jos Gen. xv. 16, Chriſt ſent apoſtles and wiſe 
men to be perſecuted by the wicked, that bey 


might fill up the meaſure of their fathers, Matth. 
xxiii. 3235. And if men receive not the 
truth in the love of it, God has promiſed to 


ſend them ſtrong deluſions, that they SHALL believe a 


lie, 2 Theſſ. ii. 11. If men turn to wicked ways, 


the Lerd SHALL lead them forth with the workers of 
niquity, Pſal. cxxv. 5. And if a man fall by his 


lies a victim to wrath, it is the portion of a wicked 


man from God, and the heritage appointed unto bim 
by God, Job xx. 19. And if hell be the eternal 
habitation of the deceiver, it was antiently built; 
for his reception Tephet is ordained of old; yea, for 
the king it is prepared, as well as for the ſubject, 


Ia. . 


Men may contradict the decrees of God, and 


fight againſt them; but they ſhall never over- 
throw them: nor run from them. The deſtiny 


of the ſinner as well as the ſaint is fixed—T ophet 


is ordained of old, as well as Mount Zion. God 
E made 
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made all things for his own glory, and God's 
end will be anſwered whether men are ſaved or 
loſt—He made all things for himſelf, yea, even the 
wicked for the day of evil, Prov. xvi. 4. There is 
therefore a decreed vengeance for the wicked, as 

well as a decreed glory for the righteous: and, 
I believe, God's fixed gulphs, and firm decrees, 
will never be moved, neither by men nor devils 
e worketh all things after the counſel of his own 
will, therefore his revealed wiLLs and sHALLS 
muſt abide ſtedfaſt for ever, whether men believe 
it or not, God grant that we may fear him as a 
ſovereign, honour him as a father, credit him as 
a God of truth, and love him as an everlaſting 
friend. I add no more—may God command his 
bleſſing, which alone can make the word of his 

grace uſeful, and the children of men happy. 
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